
(Rev. 10-90) 
NPS Form 10-900 OMB No. 10244018 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
REGISTRATION FORM 

This form is for uw. in nominating or raucstina dctemimtions for individual ~morrtics and districts. See i n s rmc~ns  in H m m C m ~ l c t c t h c N a r i d  
Kcg~slrr of Htrtorlc Places ~cgtrkt~on'Fam%attonal Reg~stn Bullcttn 1 6 ~ i  6omplneeach Item bymarkug'x' nthcsppmpnneboxor bymmng  
the ~nformatton requested Ifany u r n  does not appb tothc pmpsrl) betng documented, mter ?,A' for 'notappluble ' For funcnons. mh~tecrural 
clasritication, m a t ~ ~ l s ,  and aw of rimifican&.e"m only cdtegorics and subcategories tiom the insrmctions. P h  additional entries and namrtive 
items on continuation sheets (NPS FOG 10-9Wa). lioc a fypsu7iter. word pmcesGr, or computer, complete all items 

I. Name of Property 

historic namelorust Hill 

other names/ site number: VDHR # 071-5153 
2. Location 
street & number 7408 Ward's Road NIA not for publication 
- city or t o m  Hurt. VA vicinity 
state Vireinia c o d e x  county Pittsvlvania code 143 Zip 24563 

3. StatelFederal Agency Certification 
As the designated authorin, under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986. as amended I herebvcenifvthat this X - 
nomination - request ior determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards f i r  registering properties in 
the National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 
60. In my opinion, the property X meets - does not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this 
property be considered significant - nationally - statewide X locally. (- See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) 
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~i6ature'of certif&fggofficial - Date / , 
~ i r e i n i a  ~ e ~ a n m e n t  of Historic Resources 
State or Federal agenc) and hureau 

In my opinion, the property - meets - does not meet the National Register criteria. (-See continuation sheet 
for additional comments.) 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby certify that this property is: 
- entered in the National Register 
- See continuation sheet. 
-determined eligible for the 

National Register Signature of Keeper 
- See continuation sheet. 
- determined not eligible for the National Register Date of Action 
- removed from the National Register 
- other (explain): 
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5. Classification 
Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply) 

x private 
- public-local 
- public-State 
- public-Federal 

Category of Property (Check only one box) 
X building(s) 

district - 
- site 
- structure 
- object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing Noncontributing 
11 5 buildings 
2 0 sites 
1 0 structures 
0 0 objects 
14 5 TOTAL 

Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register 0 

Name of related multiple property listing 
NIA 
6. Function or  Use 
Historic Functions (Enter cateeories from instructions) - 

cat: DOMESTIC Sub: single dwelling 
DOMESTIC Secondary structure 
AGRICULTUREISUBSISTENCE Animal facility 

Current Functions (Enter categories from instructions) 
Cat: DOMESTIC Sub: Single dwelling 

DOMESTIC Secondary structure 

7. Description 
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Architectural Classification (Enter categories from instructions) 
MID 19" CENTURY: Victorian 

Materials (Enter categories from instructions) 
foundation Brick 
roof Asphalt shingle 
walls Wood/weatherboard 
other Brick chimneys 

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition ofthe property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for 
National Register listing) 

A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

- B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past. 
X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction or 

represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction. 

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations (Mark "Xu in all the boxes that apply.) 

-A owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

B removed from its original location. 

- C a birthplace or a grave. 

- D acemetery. 

- E a reconstructed building, object or structure. 

- F a commemorative property 

- G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance (Enter categories from instructions) 
ARCHITECTURE 

Period of Significance 1859 - 1952 
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Significant Dates 1861 
1929 

Significant Person (Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

Cultural Alfiliation NIA 

ArchitecVBuilder Enoch Johnson 
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Narrative Statement of Significance (Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

9. Major Bibliognphical References 
Bibliography 
(Cite t ie books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 
Previous documentation on file (NPS) 
- preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been 

requested. 
- previously listed in the National Register 

X previously determined eligible by the National Register 
- designated a National Historic Landmark 
- recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # 
- recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # 
Primary Location of Additional Data. 
- X- State Historic Preservation Office 
- Other State agency 
- Federal agency 
- Local government 
-University 

Other - 
Name of repository: 

10. Geographical Data 
Acreage of Property 100 acres 

UTM References (Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing 
" 

1-  - - 
3 - -  4--- 

X See continuation sheet. 

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the properly on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 
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11. Fonn Prepared By 

name/title: .Margaret Roberts 

Organization: Urban Development Associates date June 25,2002 

street & number: P.O. Box 26824 telephone (804) 512-1063 

city or town Richmond state VA zip code 23261 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the properly's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources, 

Photographs 
Representative black and white photographs of the properly. 

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 
name Mr. Edgar J.T. Perrow 

street & number P.O. Box 1017 telephone (434) 846-2100 

city or town Lynchburg state VA zip code 24505 

Pawwork Reduction Act Ststemeot: This information is beinn collected for a~~lications to the National Re~ister o f  Historic Places to nominate - . . 
propenus for l~r t~ngor  detcnnrnc ellg~blllr) for lorung. to Itst pmpenler. and toamcndcx~st~ng l~rt~ngs. Rcspnnsctoth~r rcqucn 1s rcqulnd tooblaln a 
hensfit on accordance wtth the hauonal H~rtorlc FTesrrvat~on Act, as mrndcd ( I6  U S C 470 cl scq I 
Eltim.rcd Burden Statcmcnl: Publr rcponrng burden for thnr iarm s ernmaled toavmge 18 I hwrr per mrponrr ~ncludtng thc llmc for mlcurng 
ins~cl ions, gathering and maintaining data, andcompleting and reviewing the fan .   ire; comments regarding this burden ekimate or any aspkt of  
this form to the Chief, Adminislmtive Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127. Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018). Washington, DC 20503. 
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7. Summary Description: 

Located in Pittsylvania County, Virginia, Locust Hill consists of a two-and-a-half story 
Victorian cottage completed in 1861 and a three-story, ell-shaped rear addition built in 1930. 
The three bay, frame house is covered in wooden siding and faces west. The house's steeply 
pitched roof incorporates two central chimneys and four gables decorated in ornamental 
bargeboard. The original portion of Locust Hill has a symmetrical plan featuring two parlors on 
the fust floor and two bedrooms on the second. The rear addition contains a dining room, a 
kitchen, a bathroom, a utility room, and a back stair on the first floor, a bedroom on the second, 
and an attic on the third. Locust Hill has seventeen secondruy structures including a tavern, a 
servants' quarter, and a grist mill. There is also a dam, a family cemetery, and the ruins of an 
eighteenth century house on the property. 
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8. Statement of Significance 

A Swiss Gothic style house built for Samuel Marion Stone between 1859 and 1861, 
Locust Hill qualifies for the National Register under criterion C due to its unique Victorian style 
architecture and the integrity of its secondary structures, Locust Hill stands on the site of Ward's 
Tavern. an ordinarv started bv British ~ioneer John Ward around 1772. Stone dismantled the 
tavern and moved its parlor to the southeast comer of the property before commissioning 
craftsman Enoch Johnson to build a Victorian cottane in its place. Completed in 1861, the house - 
was surrounded by a variety of secondary structures including a kitchen, an icehouse, a chicken 
house, a smoke house, a dairy, a servants' quarter, and a caretaker's house. Samuel Stone's 
granddaughter and her husband, Fletcher Kirkpatrick Perrow, built a rear addition to the main 
house during the early 1930s. This wing housed a dining room, a kitchen, a bathroom, an 
enclosed porch, a bedroom, and additional attic space. When the Perrow's son, Fletcher 
Kirpatrick Perrow, Jr., inherited Locust Hill in 1957, he restored many of its secondary structures 
and constructed several new ones including a contemporary chicken barn, an additional 
caretaker's house, and a wax plant. Today the house and its out buildings are well-maintained by 
Edgar J.T. Perrow, a member of the sixth consecutive generation to reside at Locust Hill. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

Inventory 

Please refer to attached sketch map for building location. 

1. Main House. 1859. Two-and-a-half story Victorian cottage. Frame construction, fieldstone 
base. L-shaped rear addition ca. 1930. Contributing. 

2. Kitchen. Mid-nineteenth century. Single story, frame building on fieldstone foundation with 
gable roof, fieldstone end chimney. Some twentieth century modifications. Non-contributing. 

3. Icehouse. Ca. 1859. Single story. Frame construction on a brick foundation with standing 
seam metal roof. Contributing. 

4. Dairy Bam. Ca. 1950. Single story white brick building with low-pitched roof. Contributing. 

5. Livestock Barns. Both ca. 1930. One three story A - h e  with weathered wood siding. One 
three story structure covered in weathered wood siding with gable roof. Contributing. 

6. Tool Shed. Ca. 1960. Single story frame on concrete foundation with gable roof and wood 
siding. Non-contributing. 

7. Chicken House. Ca. 1859. Single-story, frame structure on brick base. Two bays with flat, 
pitched roof. Contributing. 

8. Smoke House. Mid-nineteenth century. Single story, single bay frame building with standing 
seam metal roof. Contributing. 

9. Dairy. Ca. 1859. Frame box with flat pitched roof on raised base. Probably used for 
temporary storage of dairy products. Contributing. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION (continued) 

10. Tavern. Built ca. 1772. Dismantled and moved to present location ca. 1859. Two bay 
frame house with two six-over-six windows and fieldstone end chimney. Brick addition ca. 
1950. Contributing. 

11. Camage House. Late eighteenth century. Two-story wood frame building with pitched roof 
covered in late twentieth century weatherboard. Form and roofline substantially altered by 
twentieth century frame addition. Non-contributing. 

12. Granary. Mid-nineteenth century. Two-story frame building with gable roof covered in 
wood siding. Contributing. 

13. Caretaker's House. Ca. 1960. Single-story frame building on concrete base. Gable roof, 
metal siding. Non-contributing. 

14. Wax Plant. Ca. 1950. Single story brick building with a flat metal roof. Contributing. 

15. Servants' Quarter. Mid-nineteenth century. Single story log structure on fieldstone 
foundation with standing seam metal roof. Shed addition to south ca. 1900. Contributing. 

16. Chicken House. Ca.1960. Single-story brick on concrete base with flat metal roof. Non- 
contributing. 

17. Caretaker's House. Ca. 1859. Single-story frame house with one six-over-six window and 
central door. Gable roof with brick end chimney. Contributing. 

18. Grist Mill. Late eighteenth century. Single story wood frame building on a fieldstone base. 
Restored 1877, 1957. Adjacent to two-story, fieldstone dam. Contributing. 

19. Mansion Site. Late eighteenth century. Remains of John Ward's house. Contributing. 

20. Cemetery. Early twentieth century. Stone-Perrow family cemetery. Contributing. 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION (continued) 

Main House Exterior 

Located on a gentle rise south of the Staunton River, Locust Hill is a south-facing, two- 
and-a-half story dwelling with a three-story, ell-shaped rear addition. The house and its addition 
are of frame construction and have weatherboard siding and foundations made of fieldstone and 
brick. The front portion of Locust Hill was built by local craftsman Enoch Johnson in 1859. Its 
Swiss Gothic motif recalls residential designs popularized by A.J. Davis and Andrew Jackson 
Downing prior to the Civil War. The original house has a steeply pitched, gabled roof with two 
central chimneys. Gables on the south, east, and west elevations are trimmed in ornamental 
bargeboard. 

The house's main elevation culminates in a central gable. A central front door is framed 
by two pair of six-over-six double hung windows and shaded by a front porch with a low-pitched 
roof supported by four sections of iron lattice work. On the second story a pair of four-over-six 
double hung windows is framed by two pair of four-over-four double hung windows. A pair of 
four-over-four double hung windows light the attic. 

Locust Hill's east elevation features a pair of six-over-six double hung windows on the 
first floor, a six over six double hung window on the second floor, and one nine pane window at 
attic level. Its west elevation has one six-over-six double hung window on the second floor and 
one nine pane window at attic level. 

The house's rear addition consists of an enclosed porch topped with two shed dormers. 
The addition's west elevation is covered in wood siding. There are two six-over-six double 
hung windows on the first floor, two pair of six-over-six double hung windows on the second, 
and a dormer containing a pair of six-over-six double hung windows on the third. The west 
elevation also includes a small porch with a side door in its south comer. The east elevation of 
the rear addition is less refined. A single-story enclosed porch with a screen door and screen 
windows forms the first floor. The second story consists of a shed dormer with two six-over-six 
double hung windows shaded by an anomalous porch with a shingled roof and iron railing. A 
shed dormer with a pair of six-over-six double hung windows forms the third floor. To the north 
the low pitched roof lines of the enclosed porch and the second-story shed dormer obscure the 
house's original rear elevation. The flat roofline of the shingled shed dormer forms a bleak 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION (continued) 

backdrop for the original north gable, which has lost its bargeboard. 

Main House Interior 

The interior is characterized by one inch pine floors dating from the second half of the 
twentieth century; plaster-and-lath walls and ceilings; and four-panel doors, most with porcelain 
knobs. The front entry opens onto a central stair hall. Symmetrical parlors stand to the east and 
west. The west parlor features a simple Greek Revival mantel with an oval inset. This design is 
echoed in paneling that trims the room at floor level. 

Doors at the rear of both parlors and the entry hall open onto the first floor of the rear 
addition. Doors in the west parlor and the stair hall lead to a small vestibule that forms an 
entrance area off the west porch. A dining room stands to the north with a kitchen, a utility area, 
and a bathroom to the rear. The rear door in the east parlor opens onto the house's back stair and 
its enclosed east porch. 

Upstairs two small bedrooms stand on either side of a central landing area. A hallway 
leads to a third bedroom in the rear addition and to the rear stair that provides access to Locust 
Hill's spacious third floor attic. A small door under the central staircase leads to the basment. 
This space consists of two symmetrical parlors with fieldstone walls. 

Secondary Structures 

Eighteen outbuildings survive at Locust Hill. The oldest of these, a tavern and a caniage 
house, date from the late eighteenth century and stand to the southeast of the main house. They 
overlook an early nineteenth century granary to the south. A series of secondary structures built 
during Samuel Marion Stone's residency stand directly northeast of the house. These include a 
kitchen, an icehouse, a chicken house, a smokehouse, and a dairy. All date from ca. 1859. A 
caretaker's house and a servants' quarters to the northwest of the main house were built around 
the same time. 

During the first half of the twentieth century, the Perrow family ran a cattle farm at 
Locust Hill. Livestock barns from this time stand directly north of the house behind the old 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION (continued) 

complex and added a tool shed adjacent to the cattle barns. Perrow also built a masonry structure 
to the southwest of the house where he tinkered with seals and polishes. A caretaker's house 
adjacent to this building and a new chicken house to the northwest also date from Perrow's 
residency. 

Locust Hill includes a grist mill and a dam. Both were built in their current locations 
during the late eighteenth century but were restored in 1877 and again in 1957. A Stone-Perrow 
family cemetery dating from the first half of the twentieth century stands to the east of the house. 
The remains of The Mansion, John Ward's eighteenth century home, lie several acres north of 
the main house. 

Statement of Inte~rity 

Generally, Locust Hill and its outbuildings have good integrity. A number of secondary 
structures remain much as they were at the time of the house's construction. These include the 
servants' quarters and the caretaker's house. The livestock and daily barns are also in good - 
condition.' Several outbuildings were substantially restored during the late twentieth century. 
Modem materials were used to convert the kitchen, the icehouse, the smokehouse, and the 
original chicken house into storage and studio space. A shed addition to the caniage house 
altered its form and roofline. The tavern was also expanded and embellished with Colonial 
Revival style details. 
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

Between 1800 and the Civil War, Pittsylvania County experienced significant agricultural 
Wealthy planters built estates in close proximity to one another. Today many of 

these great family houses survive and are visible from Locust Hill. They include the Chiles- 
Cook-Graves Home, which stands due west of Locust Hill; the Adams family house, Montatlora, 
which lies to the north; and the Payne family house, Oak Grove, which stands to the northeast on 
the opposite side of the Staunton River. Compared to Locust Hill, these houses are stylistically 
restrained. The Chiles-Cook-Graves Home and Oak Grove are built in the Federal style. 
Montaflora, which burned in the 1950s, was rebuilt in the Colonial Revival style. None of these 
historic houses capture the innovative whimsy of antebellum prosperity quite like Locust Hill. 

Despite the distinctive Victorian style of its main house, Locust Hill traces its roots to the 
late eighteenth century when British pioneer John Ward came to Virginia to die. At eighteen 
Ward was told that he had terminal consumption. When his doctor gave him three years to live, 
he set out to Virginia for one last ad~enture.~ Ward's final vacation lasted over fifty years and 
resulted in both the organization of Locust Hill and the formation of much of Pittsylvania 
County's early industrial infrastructure. 

By 1753 forty-two-year-old John Ward had settled in Pittsylvania County with his 
brother, Jeremiah, and his wife, Ann chiles.' By 1768 Ward owned some twenty thousand acres 
along the Staunton ~ i v e r . ~  Although his extensive holdings placed him among the upper class, 
Ward realized he could augment his wealth by providing a range of services to local land owners 
and travelers5 Ward and his brother operated multiple mills, including a mill on Chiles Creek 
that now stands to the northwest of Locust Hill. Beginning in 1778, Ward also ran a ferry on the 

I Calder Loth, ed., Landmarks Register (Charlottesville. VA: University of Virginia Press for the Department o f  
Historic Resources, 1999), 384. 
2 Sam Ogden, My Notes on the Old Lynch Tavern (Altavista,VA: 1987), 14, photocopied. 
3 Ogden, 14. Ann Chiles father, Henry Chiles, was one of Pittsylvania County's first tobacco prospectors. He began 
acquiring land along the banks o f  the Staunton River in the 1740s. See National Register nomination for Oak 
Grove, Campbell County, VA. 
4 Frances Hallam Hurt, Eighteenth Century Landmarks of Pittsylvania County, Virginia (Lynchburg, VA: The Blue 
Ridge Lithographic Corp., 1967), 8 I .  
5 Herman Melton, Pittsylvania 's Eighteenth Century Grist Mills (Chatham, VA: Pittsylvania County Historical 
Society, 1988), 38. 
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND (continued) 

Staunton, but his most famous contribution to the local economy was his t a ~ e r n . ~  The 
establishment grew from a house Ward built on the south side of the Staunton River around 
1772.' By this time Ward had already completed The Mansion, a three-story plantation home 
located near his ferry. His second house may have served as bachelors quarters for his two 
unmarried sons, John Jr. and ~erre.' In 1805 94-year-old Ward received a license to run an 
ordinary at the location, but it was his sons who transformed the modest house into "the Waldorf- 
Astoria of Pittsylvania Wards' sons built a kitchen, a smokehouse, and a carriage 
house to service the establishment. Ward's Tavern catered to weary stagecoach passengers and 
other travelers on the unpaved road between Lynchburg and Danville. Following John Ward's 
death in 1826, the mill and tavern tract remained in the Ward family until 1849, when John 
Ward's nephew, Robert Ward, sold the parcel to James Hoskins Stone for $1 1 ,005 .~~  Two years 
later Stone deeded his tract to his son, Samuel Marion Stone, as a wedding present.11 

When the mill and tavern tract passed from the Wards to the Stones, it passed from one 
key Pittsylvania family to another.12 James Hoskins Stone was the descendant of a wealthy 
banker and stockholder in the Virginia Land Company who settled in Jamestown in 1620.13 An 
unpaid preacher, Rev. Stone claimed that he made a fortune by minding his own business.14 In 
truth he made a killing at the altar. In 1803 Stone married Elizabeth Fitzgerald, the daughter of a 
wealthy Pittsylvania County land speculator.15 The couple had eleven children but chose their 
tenth child, Samuel Marion, to oversee their new holdings on the south side of the Staunton 
River with his new young wife, Bettie Anderson Stone. 

6 Ogden, 17. 
7 Hurt, 8 1 . 
8 Ogden, 14. Hurt, 82. 
9 Hurt, 80. 
10 Melton, 38. 
I I Melton, 38. 
l 2  Hurt, 82. 
13 James Edwin Nowlin, The Nowlin-Stone Genealogy (Salt Lake City, UT: Mary Nowlin, 1916), 407. 
 owlin in, 4 1 1. 
I 5  Edgar J.T. Perrow, interview by author, 24 January 2002, Richmond. 
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND (continued) 

Sadly, Bettie Stone did not live to see the new Victorian cottage her husband 
commissioned on their new property. She died in 1856 leaving her widowed husband to care for 
their four-year-old son James Banister Stone. Samuel Stone sent young "Gippy" to live with a 
family friend named Steven Hightower and began building Locust Hill in 1859. 

Stone chose Ward's Tavern as the site of his new house. He dismantled the aging 
ordinary and rebuilt its parlor south of the tavern's kitchen and smokehouse. This structure 
served as Stone's temporary residence during construction and remains in the same location 
today.I6 Stone hired local builder Enoch Johnson to design his new home. Johnson's efficient 
two-over-two Victorian cottage faced south overlooking a front yard filled with locust trees. The 
house was surrounded by a white picket fence and had a spacious rear porch that spanned its east 
and central bays. The first floor consisted of a stair hall with two symmetrical parlors on either 
side. Rear doors in the east parlor and the stair hall led to the back porch and a free-standing 
kitchen. Upstairs two windowless bedrooms stood on either side of the stair hall. A closet over 
the east parlor opened onto a set of stairs leading to a small attic space lit by four dormer 
windows. In the basement an eastern parlor sewed as a dining room while a western parlor was 
probably used for storage. Today the old dining room's walls are still covered in original 
horsehair plaster. 

Like many wealthy landowners in the area, Samuel Marion Stone was a tobacco farmer. 
In 1860 he produced 12,000 pounds of tobacco." Twenty five slaves worked his 300 acre farm 
where he also grew substantial quantities of wheat, Indian corn, and oats while raising pigs and 
sheep.'' It does not seem that Stone was operating the mill on Chiles Creek at this time. His 
name is not listed in the 1860 industrial census, and Locust Hill produced no milled products, 
such as ground corn or wheat, during that year. 

When Stone's son, Gippy, joined him at Locust Hill in 1861, the expansive estate was 
worth $20,000.'~ After seeing the plantation through the hardships of the Civil War, Stone died 

l6   el ton, 39-40. 
I' The Virginia 1860 Agriculture Census. 
18 The Virginia 1860 Slave Schedule, vo1.2. TheVirginia 1860 Agriculture Census 
l9 The Virginia 1860 Federal Census. 
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND (continued) 

1881. As he never remarried, he left his estate to his son. A photograph taken at Gippy's funeral 
in 191 5 suggests few changes were made to Locust Hill during his residency. The house retains 
its original terra cotta chimney pots. The eastern fqade contains a single dormer window, and 
locust trees tower in the front yard. 

In 1929 James Banister Stone's daughter, Elizabeth, moved to Locust Hill from Anniston, 
Alabama with her husband Fletcher Kirkpatrick Permw, Sr.20 By this time Locust Hill was in 
poor repair. The Perrows updated the house by installing plumbing and electricity. They 
replaced the house's terra cotta chimney pots with brick chimneys and created two small terraces 
on either 
side of the front porch. The Perrows also built a new addition to the rear of the house. 
This new wing, which replaced the back porch, included a dining room, a kitchen, and a 
bathroom on the first floor and a bedroom on the se~ond.~ '  In addition the Perrows built a series 
of dairy and cattle barns to the north of the house. 

The Perrows' son, Fletcher Kirpatrick Perrow, Jr., inherited Locust Hill in 1957 and 
devoted a great deal of energy to the plantation's outbuildings. He constructed a new chicken 
coop to the northwest of the house and a new caretaker's house to the southeast. Perrow also 
took an interest in Ward's mill, which had burned years earlier, and built a new structure atop the 
old foundation. This building housed an electric plant powered by a steel overshot water wheel 
and allowed Locust Hill to generate its own electricity for a period.22 Perrow's mill powered a 
small chemical manufacturing plant located in a new building on the southwest comer of the 
property. Perrow produced a variety of innovative wax products in this flat-roofed shed before 
his death in 1992. 

Today Locust Hill is owned by Fletcher Kirpatrick Perrow Jr.'s son, Edgar J.T. Perrow, 
trustee. The house and its outbuildings are in good condition. Most of the towering locust trees 
on the plantation have died, but ivy has been planted around the locust tree stumps in the front 

20 Fletcher Kirkpatrick Perrow was the son of Fletcher Chiles Perrow, who lived at neighboring Oak Grove. Oak 
Grove stands on the north bank of the Staunton River directly across from Locust Hill. 
21 Architectural drawings for the renovation of Locust Hill, 1930. From family records kept at Locust Hill. 
22 Melton, 40. 
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yard to create a series of small circular gardens. Round pickets from Samuel Marion Stone's era 
are still part of the picket fence. Although one hundred forty-three years have passed since the 
house's construction, history and legacy remains important to the sixth generation to reside at 
Locust Hill. 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Sewice 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

LOCUST HILL 
PITTSnVANIA COUNTY 

Section 9 Page 12 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Architectural drawings for the renovation of Locust Hill, 1930. From family records kept at 
Locust Hill. 

Downing, Andrew Jackson. Victorian Cottage Residences. New York, NY: Dover Publications, 
Inc. 1981. 

Hurt, Frances Hallam. Eighteenth Century Landmarks ofPittsylvania County, Virginia. 
Lynchburg, VA: The Blue Ridge Lithographic Corp., 1967 

Loth, Calder, ed. Landmarks Register. Charlonesville, VA: University of Virginia Press for the 
Virginia Department of Historic Resources, 1999. 

Loth, Calder and Julius Trousdale Sadler, Jr. The Only Proper Syle. Boston: New York Graphic 
Society, 1975. 

Melton, Herman. Pittsylvania's Eighteenth Century Grist Mills. Chatham, VA: Pittsylvania 
County Historical Society, 1988. 

Nowlin, James Edmund. The Nowlin-Stone Genealogy. Salt Lake City, UT: Mary Nowlin, 
1916. 

Ogden, Sam. My Notes on the Old Lynch Tavern. Altavista, VA: 1987. Photocopied. 

Perrow, Edgar J.T. Phone interview. 24 January 2002. Richmond, VA. 

Perrow, Nathaniel. Personal interview. 26 January 2002. Hurt, VA. 



NPS Fonn 10-900-a 
(W) 
United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

OMB No. 1024-0018 

LOCUST HILL 
PITTSYLVANIA COUNTY 

Section 10 Page 13 

GEOGRAPHIC DATA 

Straightstone Quad 
UTM Zone 17 

Verbal Boundaw Description 

Locust Hill is defined by Pittsylvania County tax plats #9-1-3 and #9-1-4. 

Boundaw Justification 

Locust Hill's boundary includes all land and structures historically associated with the estate. 




